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Autumn...

Take Time to Enjoy the Beauty
of God’s Creation!
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A MESSAGE FROM

OUR PRESIDENT
“Through love, serve one another.”
- Galatians 5:13
The Fall is finally starting to make its
presence known and soon we will bid
farewell to summer.
It’s been a busy year for the COCC
and we wish to thank you for your
support and participation, both in the
activities of the Council directly, and
also for your involvement in the various affiliates and ministries as well.
Without volunteers and your energy,
our work would not be possible.
Our first-ever “Orthodox Business
Directory” of metropolitan Detroit was
recently published and distributed to
the member parishes around town.
This is a starting point for what we
hope will be bigger and better publications to come, both in printed and
online formats. We hope you will find
the publication useful and will share it
with friends. Our Orthodox Community
is much larger than most of us realize,
and certainly bigger than this 2015
Directory suggests, so your input and
help to increase our work and get
more professionals and services from
within the Orthodox Christians of Detroit is important. We must support
one another!
Our radio program “DOOR” continues
to grow and evolve thanks to the dedicated staff we have assembled. If you
have not yet heard the show, please
tune in on Sundays to 690AM at
5:00pm, or listen live on-line via
DOORradio.org. You can also hear
archived programs on the website in
the “podcast” section. This program is
for EVERYONE, Orthodox and nonOrthodox and features a growing variety of subjects. Your input would cer-

tainly be helpful in this realm as well,
so give us a call or drop a line (248
345-9346 or staff@DOORradio.org).
As a reminder, the COCC has meetings once a month at different Orthodox parishes. The meetings are held
at 7:00PM, usually on the 2nd Tuesday of each month. Priests and two
delegates from each member parish
are encouraged to participate. We are
always happy to welcome new parish
representatives and members. If your
parish is not already an active member, please encourage your priest and
parish council to participate.
Our year will soon be wrapping up,
and with that comes the election for
our new officers. I will not be seeking
another term as president, and the
offices of Vice President, Secretary,
and Treasurer also need to be filled.
Perhaps you will consider getting involved and serving our community in
this way. It’s a very worthy experience
and the organization can always use
fresh faces and ideas to further our
work. If you are interested, please
contact me so I can direct you.
We look forward to finishing 2015 on a
high note, and pray for the good of all
our clergy, families, parishes and ministries throughout the region. May God
bless us all.

OUR MISSION
“Go forth and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all things that
I have commanded you; and Lo, I AM
with you always, even unto the end of
time.” (Matthew 28:19-20)
The Council of Orthodox Christian
Churches of Metropolitan Detroit is a
cooperative organization of clergy and
laity established in 1957. Our mission is to
promote the Faith through worship, fellowship, charity, education, and outreach.
The devotion of all who serve and
support us allows our witness of faith in
Detroit to continue into the future.
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“Let us not become weary in doing good,
for at the proper time we will reap a harvest
if we do not give up.” - Galations 6:9

+ from our SPIRITUAL ADVISOR
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Well, we’re into September and finally the days are getting
shorter and the high temperatures are starting to ease off.
We’ve even already had a few somewhat sun-less and
dreary days! And no, I’m not too thrilled. Today, the
breeze outside was a bit cool, even what you might call
refreshing but then it hit me that it won’t be too long before every day will feature cold weather, snow, sleet, and
ice. And if you think I’m looking forward to any of that
you’re wrong again. On the other hand, it means that before you know it those orange barrels will be removed. That’s a good thing
isn’t it? And the potholes
will be all fixed and all the
streets and expressways will
be smooth. Ha! My car was
damaged twice (or was it
three times?) this year hitting those innumerable holes
that are such ugly and dangerous hallmarks of Michigan roads. Not even the state
thinks they’re so bad that
they need to be fixed once
and for all.
Ah, the changes in the weather, the roads, the…….. (You
fill in the blank.) But, in reality, there will always be the
good and the bad. That’s life. Wasn’t it that great speaker
and philosopher Rosanne Rosanadana who said, “Life. If it
isn’t one thing, it’s another.” Or in the words of Forrest
Gump, “Mama always said, life is like a box of chocolates.
You never know what you’re gonna get.”
Isn’t that the truth? Yet, we children of our loving God
realize that whatever it is that life “throws” at us, it is His
gift to us, to be used for our good and that of others, for
His glory. “Everything that is good comes to us from
above.” (Divine Liturgy) And everything that is NOT
good? No, it doesn’t come from Him. Man’s sin brought

into our world death and sickness, problems, heartache, the
injustice of poverty, and all of our woes. But because God
loves us, He strengthens us to endure whatever is wrong in
our lives, in society, across the world… to endure everything until we are with Him forever in Paradise.
Let us give thanks to the Lord. The weather may be hot,
yet we certainly know how to enjoy it, don’t we? So it’s
raining outside! Aren’t we happy to see the fields full of
grain and corn and a thousand vegetables and fruits maturing so that we can enjoy them at dinner tonight? The economy has hurt us, some far more than others, but aren’t
there countless people who have absolutely no money to
buy food and clothes for their children, let alone a toy, or a
little vacation away from the roach infested apartment
they’re forced to live in? The roads are bad and they really
need to be fixed, but they’re not a problem for the “baglady” who lives out of the shopping cart she pushes down
the lonely city streets. And what of the millions of innocent souls being terrorized across the world? Cast out of
holy sites thousands of years old. Will God’s judgment not
fall on the guilty? If He cares for the sparrow, does He not
love us even more deeply?
Beloved, the seasons and challenges of our lives change.
But there is one thing that will never change. God’s mercy
and love. They endure forever. His love is beyond our
comprehension. His forgiveness is constant. His blessings
never cease to fall on us. With each day of life in this
world – when it’s peaceful and beautiful, or even painful,
we need to grow in our union with Jesus Christ, the
Captain of our Ship of Life, who promises to lead us
through the often crashing waves of the sea to the safety
and joy of Paradise.

Fr Laurence Lazar
President of the Detroit Orthodox Clergy Brotherhood
Spiritual Advisor to the COCC
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SAINTS & FEASTS
OF THE SEASON

“Before
Your Cross
we bow down
O Master,
and Your Holy
Resurrection
we glorify!"
-Hymn of Veneration
at the Elevation
of the Cross

THE

Of
the

ELEVATION
Holy cross
The Elevation of the Cross, celebrated on September 14, commemorates the finding of Christ’s Cross by Saint Helen, the
mother of the Emperor Constantine in the fourth century; and,
after it was taken by the Persians, of its recovery by the Emperor
Heraclius in the seventh century at which time it was “elevated”
in the Church of the Resurrection in Jerusalem. From this latter
event the “universal elevation” of the Cross was celebrated annually in all of the churches of the Christian Empire.
The day of the Elevation of the Cross became, as it were, the
national holiday of the Eastern Christian Empire similar to the
Fourth of July in the United States. The Cross, the official emblem of the Empire which was placed on all public buildings and
uniforms, was officially elevated on this day by the bishops and
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priests. They blessed the four directions of the universe with the
Cross, while the faithful repeated the chanting of “Lord have
mercy.” This ritual is still done in many of the churches today
after the solemn presentation and elevation of the Cross at the
end of the Vigil service of the holy day following the Great Doxology of Matins.
Thus, at the Elevation of the Cross the Christians make their
official rededication to the crucified Lord and pledge their undivided allegiance to him by the adoration of his holy feet nailed
to the life-creating Cross. This is the meaning of this holy day of
fasting and repentance in the Church today.
(adapted from www.oca.org)

ST ANTIM, Metropolitan of Romania | September 27
Antim was born in a Georgian kingdom
known as Iberia. He was taken prisoner by
Ottoman Empire troops while living on the
compounds of the Ecumenical Patriarchate
of Constantinople. In 1689 or 1690, he was
asked to settle in Wallachia (a present-day
province of Romania) by Prince Constantin
Brâncoveanu, and was given charge of the
newly founded printing press in Bucharest.
As father superior (egumen) of the Snagov
Monastery, Antim moved the press to the
new location.
He became bishop of Râmnic in 1705, and
in 1708 Metropolitan of Wallachia. Antim
spoke and wrote many languages. Although
a foreigner, he soon acquired a thorough
knowledge of Romanian, and was instrumental in helping to introduce that language into the local church as its official
language. In 1693, he published the Gospels in Romanian.
In 1709 Antim was a founder of the first
Georgian printing press in Tbilisi and
trained Georgians in the art of printing, and
cut the type with which under his pupil

Mihai Iștvanovici they printed the first
Georgian Gospels (1710). Antim published
25 other books - in Romanian, as well as
Church Slavonic, Greek, and Arabic
(usually bilingual volumes, such as the
Greek-Arabic Missal of 1702; he was also
the first in Wallachia to use Arabic fonts
rather than Cyrillic).
His personal work, Didahiile, was a collection of sermons meant as a sharp critique of
contemporary habits and morals, noting
Christian teaching and classical philosophy
as his sources. He was also built the famous
All-Saints Monastery in Bucharest - known
as Antim Monastery in his memory.
Antim's opposition to Ottoman rule over
Wallachia made him an adversary of the
Phanariote regime. He was imprisoned him,
and subsequently exiled to Mount Sinai. He
was captured by the Ottomans while he was
traveling and assassinated somewhere in
modern-day Bulgaria.
In 1992 Antim “Ivireanul” was canonized
by the Romanian Orthodox Church.

ST JOHN (Kochurov) of Chicago | October 31
John Kochurov was born on July 13, 1871.
His father was a priest. His education included attendance at the Ryazan Seminary
before continuing at the St. Petersburg
Theological Academy. He excelled at his
studies at both the seminary and academy.
After graduating in 1895, Fr. John married
and then was ordained deacon. On August
27, 1895, he was ordained a priest at the St.
Alexander Nevsky Lavra in St. Petersburg
by Bishop Nicholas (Ziorov) of the Diocese
of the Aleutians and Alaska.
Having expressed the desire to be a missionary priest in the United States, Fr. John
became the first permanent priest at St.
Vladimir's Church in Chicago, which later
became Holy Trinity Cathedral. As St.
Vladimir's parish did not yet have their own
building, his first major project was construction of the church building. Under the
guidance of Bishop Tikhon, later Patriarch
Tikhon of Moscow and saint, Fr. John
enlisted the services of the noted architect
Louis Sullivan to design the church. To
finance the project, Fr. John sought and

obtained donations from Tsar Nicholas II as
well as from a few Americans, notably Harold McCormick and Charles R. Crane who
was the American ambassador to China.
Construction began in April 1902 and was
completed the next year for the consecration by Bishop Tikhon. Fr. John returned to
Russia in 1907 where he was assigned to
Narva, Estonia. Here he used the skills he
had learned in the United States teaching
catechism in the schools. Then in 1916, he
was transferred to St. Catherine's Cathedral
in Tsarskoe Selo, outside St. Petersburg. In
October 1917, the Bolsheviks arrested Fr.
John. He was taken away from the town
and shot. By this act, Fr. John became the
proto-hieromartyr of the Bolshevik revolution and the Soviet yoke. Fr. John was buried in the crypt of St. Catherine's Cathedral.
On December 1994, Fr. John was glorified
by the Council of Bishops of the Russian
Orthodox Church, as the first of the new
martyrs of the 20th century. In the United
States he is also honored as a missionary
and inspired preacher.
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alloween
H
An Orthodox
Perspective

By John Sanidopoulos

One

of America's most beloved and
fastest growing holidays is Halloween, and it is also the most
demonized. Many of all ages, both young
and old, celebrate it with innocence and a
smile, yet some also condemn it with fury
as an evil and violent day. The majority see
Halloween as a fun children's holiday on
which they dress up in costumes and go
door to door to get candy, while others view
it as a remnant of paganism and a subtle
celebration of satanism. Amid this confusion and dichotomy, I will attempt to set the
record straight in a short yet concise manner
based on the most up-to-date studies, and
examine whether or not the Church is called
to demonize or sanctify Halloween based on
the truth.
After many years of research, observation
and participation in this holiday, if I were to
give the simplest and most accurate onesentence summary for the history of Halloween, it would be this: Halloween originated as a medieval Christian celebration
that was part of the Triduum of All Hallows, or Hallowmas (All Hallows Eve, All
Hallows Day and All Souls Day lasting
from October 31 - November 2), and in the
19th and 20th centuries it acquired Western
European and North American cultural traditions that established it as an annual celebration of these societies.
Hence, from this summary we learn of Halloween's Christian origins and its evolution
as an annual cultural celebration. What we
don't learn from this summary is the negative perspective of the holiday, which demonizes it and condemns it as pagan and
satanic. The reason for this is that from a
Christian perspective, there is no reason to
demonize it nor condemn it as a pagan or
satanic holiday.
Here's why. If we were to trace the origins
of Halloween to one specific event in his-
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tory, it would be when Pope Gregory III
(731-741) dedicated an oratory in the original Saint Peter's Basilica of Rome in honor
of all the Saints on November 1st, which
initiated a local Roman custom to celebrate
the feast of All Saints on November 1st.
Before this time the feast of All Saints, also
known as All Hallows, was celebrated
throughout the Christian world since the 4th
century to mainly commemorate all the
Martyrs either in April or May, including
Ireland. The Franks then the English were
the first to follow Rome in celebrating the
feast of All Saints on November 1st, and
this became official under Pope Gregory
VII in the early ninth century. The word
"Halloween" merely refers to October 31st
being the day of All Hallows Eve, and later
November 2nd also became part of the
Triduum with the commemoration of All
Souls Day on which prayers and philanthropic acts were done on behalf of the
dead, which was also part of established
Christian tradition since the early centuries.
This may come as a shock to some who
believe the myth that Halloween has its
origins or is associated with paganism or
satanism. The truth is that Halloween never
was and never has been associated with
paganism or satanism, though some pagans
and satanists may embrace it as part of the
melting pot we call America. Instead what
we find is that the Church established Hallowmas as original holy days, not to sanctify an old pagan celebration among the
Celts as has been popularly and falsely believed, but to celebrate an already wellestablished feast dedicated to all the Saints.
Up until the 19th century, Halloween in
Western Europe and America was a firmly
Roman Catholic feast day that acquired and
developed various cultural traditions, as all
major holidays did at the time and still do.
The mythology that Halloween had pagan
origins prior to Christian times arose for the
first time in the 19th century among Celtic
scholars, who had their own personal agen-

das in falsifying history. They came up with
the idea that October 31-November 2 were
days when pagan Celtic peoples celebrated
a feast of the dead known as Samhain, even
though there is no historical record of such
a feast among the ancient Celts. How did
they come up with this? It was believed at
the time that Christian feast days, such as
Christmas and Easter, had pagan origins,
and that the Church merely Christianized
established pagan celebrations to win over
converts. The way the Celtic scholars explained the origins for the feast of All
Saints, which was popular among the Irish
of the 19th century, was by tracing it back
to the ancient Celts, without historical
precedence. Though these false ideas are
still popularly believed today, any honest
historian can easily spot the agenda in these
falsifications of history, and they have been
firmly discredited.
What about the connection with satanism?
This first entered the popular American
imagination in the 1960's through urban
mythology created by conservative fundamentalist Christians. These fundamentalist
Protestants, already opposed to the Roman
Catholic feast of All Saints, sought to demonize the holiday by basing their research
on 19th century Celtic scholars. Through
them Samhain became a pagan god, an alternative name for Satan, and that practices
like trick or treating were originally established out of fear to appease dead spirits,
which were really demons. They would
hysterically say: "Those who oppose Christ
are known to organize on Halloween to
observe satanic rituals, to cast spells, to
oppose churches and families, to perform
sacrilegious acts, and to even offer blood
sacrifices to Satan." It didn't help at the time
that through Hollywood, 19th century monsters like Dracula and Frankenstein from
Gothic literature were gaining in popularity
and they became established costumes for
children.

Halloween (continued…)
In the late 1960's Anton LaVey, the founder of existential Satanism and the Church
of Satan in San Francisco, took advantage
of this urban myth among fundamentalist
Christians, whom he most wanted to provoke, and established Halloween as one of
the three major holidays of the Church of
Satan (along with the Satanist's own birthday, since LaVeyan Satanism is atheistic
and about worship of one's self, and
Walpurgisnacht on April 30, which was
also promoted among fundamentalists as a
"witch holiday"). This marketing maneuver by Anton LaVey was taken seriously
by fundamentalists, who already feared the
holiday, and fundamentalists began to take
advantage of this new connection by eventually creating what has been called the
"Satanic Panic" of the 1970's and 1980's.
Urban myths about Halloween grew
during this time to scare people away
from celebrating Halloween, such as making up stories of crazed adults who sought
to harm innocent trick or treaters by planting poison or razor blades in children's
candy, and how pumpkins were carved to
depict the facial expressions of the
damned in hell. This fundamentalist literature, most popularly identified with people
like Jack Chick, soon became the established opinion of just about every Christian Church in America, even among Roman Catholics who still celebrate Hallowmas between October 31 and November 2.
Since the days of the so-called Satanic
Panic, Christians have generally viewed
Halloween as pagan and satanic. What this
has done is basically handed over the holiday to take on more of a pagan and satanic
character, which it did not generally have
prior to this time. This is an unfortunate
lesson in what happens when the Church
demonizes rather than sanctifies. Christians opened the door to the devil, and the
devil has taken every advantage.
Christians can continue to associate Halloween with paganism and satanism if
one's perspective of the holiday is to demonize it in such a way, or if they choose
to limit their observations to certain disagreeable elements that certain people
may take advantage of on Halloween, but
essentially Halloween is not pagan or satanic unless one chooses to make it so.

Unfortunately this myth continues to be
perpetuated by many the truth and transforming our cultural heritage for the easier
path of egotistical condemnation which
only extends the kingdom of the devil.
As mentioned earlier, many have tried to
similarly paganize Christmas and Easter as
well, creating a mythology that their origins are pagan and thus anti-christian. At
the forefront of such movements are Neopagans and Protestant fundamentalists.
They not only base this on the supposed
origins of the holiday, but make observations of their modern secular celebration
as being essentially pagan in nature, which
is also largely a false myth. This iconoclastic attitude of fundamentalists creates
mythology to provide a basis for the demonization of something that need not be
demonized, and they base this on an inapplicable condemnation from Holy Scripture, and some even dare cite the Holy
Fathers. In the past this used to be called a
"hysteria", popularly associated with the
Inquisition and witch hunts. Some people
are not satisfied with the saying of the
Apostle Paul, that our enemies are not
flesh and blood, but invisible enemies.
Moralistic Christians segregate themselves
from people or things they choose to associate with evil, instead of embracing all
people and transforming rather than condemning. Hysteria dictates that it is easier
to demonize something we can see and to
fight against that, rather than to fight
against our internal temptations and passions and transform ourselves.
While religious holidays in America tend
to be personal or family holidays that are
embraced at best by a small specific community, Halloween is one of few days
open to the entire community, and its
secular cultural purpose is meant to show
good will among neighbors. The reason
for this is because in the early 20th century, Halloween was still very much a
Christian holiday, but it also became a day
in which the melting pot of cultural traditions gathered to form a national family
secular holiday. In the European Late
Middle Ages it was a custom at Christmas
and on All Souls Day for poor children to
go door to door and beg for money and
food. In 1605 Guy Fawkes' abortive effort
to blow up the British Parliament on November 5th led to the creation of Guy

Fawkes Day, which became associated
with mischief and violence. In mid-19th
century New York poor children called
"ragamuffins" combined these two traditions and began dressing up in costumes
and begging for pennies on Thanksgiving
Day. A tradition of vandalism among
youthful boys began to spread throughout
the country at this time, and with urbanization and poverty on the rise in the early
20th century, communities came to realize
they needed to contain the violence and
vandalism. It was decided at this time,
beginning in the 1920's and throughout the
1930's, to make Halloween a secular family celebration of good will.
In the 1920's and 1930's, as Halloween
became a secular celebration, it had little
difference with Thanksgiving and the
Fourth of July. People would gather in the
town square and take part in a parade and
play various games. Halloween also had
some Victorian elements that were popular
at the time, such as divination and spiritualism, which almost everyone throughout
America, Europe and Russia experimented
with at the time throughout the year, even
respected Orthodox Christians like Dostoevsky. Slowly also the traditional British
ghost story of Christmas Eve told before a
fire, the most popular of which was
Charles Dickens' A Christmas Carol,
slowly transferred to Halloween. The plan
seemed to work to change the autumn
season from a time of vandalism and violence among youth, to a time of family,
fun and games. In the late 1930's traditions
such as trick or treating were established
to ensure children would behave by being
rewarded by neighbors with treats by
dressing up in costumes and showing good
behavior, rather than being mischievous
tricksters who brought harm to the
neighborhood. It was a clever distraction.
With the rise in popularity and creativity
of Comic Books and Horror Movies, these
elements also became part of the costuming of children and adults alike. These
elements also helped associate Halloween
throughout the rest of the 20th century as a
time of the macabre, though much less
harmful than it was in the late 19th and
early 20th century with the rise of violence
and vandalism at that time. Only small
elements of such mischievousness has
survived in our times.
(continued on page 8)
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Halloween (continued…)
Based on all this information, what should
be the response of the Church today? Do we
continue to demonize this holiday by way
of influence from fundamentalist Protestants and Neo-pagans, or do we separate the
agreeable and disagreeable elements, the
honey and the hemlock, and allow it to be
as it is? Like every holiday in America,
Halloween certainly has many disagreeable
elements, but is this enough justification to
prevent children from dressing up in a costume and having innocent childish fun? I
leave this up to the reader to decide based
on an educated opinion of the facts. Just
keep in mind the famous saying of philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche: "Whoever fights
monsters should see to it that in the process
he does not become a monster."
My personal suggestion is for the Church in
America to embrace Halloween as much as
is permissable, like any other holiday. There
are no rules how to celebrate Halloween, so
any disagreeable element can be ruled out.
One need not go to a psychic on Halloween
or participate in any pagan ceremony. It is
not a rule to take on a persona of evil or
become over-sexualized, or to vandalize
and attend drunken parties to have fun on
Halloween. Halloween is about expressing
one's self in whatever way one chooses, and
costumes have come to reflect this. Christians, young and old alike, are not compelled to do what they don't want to do on
Halloween if they want to have some participation in it. It is alright for Christians to
go trick or treating and give out candy on
Halloween, because such practices have no
evil element. In fact, I would argue that it
entirely falls in line with the Christian attitude of showing neighborly love and hospitality. All Christian homes should turn on
their lights and welcome their neighbor's
children on Halloween, and even more so
should Christian churches. I've often
thought that the darkest element of Halloween are those homes and churches that refuse to turn their lights on for trick or treaters. There is no need to hand out icons and
have children light candles before icons to
sanctify the holiday, because this is not only
giving in to an element of fear, but it also
can be perceived as rude by non-Orthodox
Christians.
What about the macabre element of Halloween today? The macabre element of Halloween, like many apparently disagreeable and
dark elements of all holidays, is really just a
matter of perspective and attitude. First of
all, the macabre is a natural element of the
autumn season. Not only are the nights getting longer, but the weather is getting colder
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and the trees are stripped bare of their
leaves. The colors and fragrances of death
surround the atmosphere, and all we tend to
see are cloudy days with lots of oranges,
browns and blacks. Secondly, Gothic fiction
arose in the 18th and 19th century based on
the stories surrounding medieval architecture and art, as well as old superstitions and
tales. Horror stories from that time on have
always had an atmospheric element that
appeals to one's artistic sensibilities combined with imaginative fears. For people
who enjoy horror stories and movies, this
artistic and atmospheric element is realized
tangibly at Halloween time not only through
costumes, but in popular culture and especially the ever-popular haunted houses.
These things are not created merely to scare
people, but are more like museums of the
macabre imagination based on old tales and
fears. If these things are only created to
scare without the artistic element, then they
usually fail their purpose. Modern Halloween is basically defined by these two natural
and fictional elements.
St. Photios the Great, in his Myriobiblion,
reviews a fiction story he read, in which he
concludes the following regarding fiction
stories: "In the story, particularly, as in
fabulous fictions of the same kind, there are
two considerations most useful to notice.
The first is that they show that evildoers,
even if they seem to escape a thousnd times,
always get their punishment; the second,
that they show many innocents placed in
great danger often saved against all hope."
The fictional stories told around Halloween,
the great majority of the time, contain these
same elements St. Photios praises in his
review. This is most especially evident in
old Gothic tales, such as Mary Shelley's
Frankenstein, Bram Stoker's Dracula and
Robert Louis Stevenson's The Strange Case
of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, and even found
quite often in modern horror fiction and
movies.
To offer a different perspective of horror
fiction, below are a few of many quotes by
noted creators of horror and the macabre,

both in literature and film, that show that
horror fiction is more about ourselves than
just creating the element of fear for fear's
sake: The famous horror director Guillermo
del Toro says: "Monsters are living, breathing metaphors." Horror stories, like most
fiction, are usually metaphors for something
deeper that teaches us about ourselves, our
environment or our situations of either the
past, present or future. Noted horror author
Stephen King has famously written:
"Monsters are real, and ghosts are real too.
They live inside us, and sometimes, they
win.” Robert Louis Stevenson once wrote to
a friend something similar about his story
that is full of metaphors: "Jekyll is a dreadful thing, I own, but the only thing I feel
dreadful about is this damned old business
of the war in the members. This time it
came out; I hope it will stay in, in future."
George Romero, the director of the highly
metaphorical Night of the Living Dead and
the creator of the modern Zombie phenomenon, has commented: "I also have always
liked the monster within idea. I like the
zombies being us. Zombies are the bluecollar monsters." The great silent horror
actor Lon Chaney once said of the roles he
played: "I wanted to remind people that the
lowest types of humanity may have within
them the capacity for supreme self-sacrifice.
The dwarfed, misshapen beggar of the
streets may have the noblest ideals. Most of
my roles since The Hunchback of Notre
Dame, such as The Phantom of the Opera,
He Who Gets Slapped, The Unholy Three,
etc., have carried the theme of self-sacrifice
or renunciation. These are the stories which
I wish to do." Tragedy often gives birth to
horror, but it cannot be denied that the most
horrible elements are what we carry within
ourselves. As Oscar Wilde wrote in his tale
The Picture of Dorian Gray: "The books
that the world calls immoral are books that
show the world its own shame.”
To conclude, Halloween is what we decide
to make of it. Our decision is based on
how we wish to perceive it and interpret it.
This in itself is essentially a celebration
of Halloween.

NEWS

from around the
Orthodox World...

ORTHODOX YOUTH SERVE-X-TREME
[Baltimore, MD] – It was not summer as usual
for some 50 Orthodox Christian high school students. They came together in Minneapolis and
Chicago from nearly 30 different dioceses to
experience Serve-X-Treme, a program focused on
strengthening their understanding of Orthodox
philanthropy and putting it into practice.

“Truly a unique magazine — I don’t think any Orthodox council in the country can say they have something like this to help us further our work!”
“Outstanding publication! It’s really amazing how
profession and informative each issue is!”

YOU CAN
HELP US!
ANNUAL APPEAL
Our “Good Works” Publication is a labor intensive effort
of love and joy. Our goal is to provide a FREE, bimonthly resource of articles, photographs, educational
material, announcements, and other information for
Orthodox Christians, and the public here in Detroit.

During each of the weeklong conferences, teens
participated in workshops led by Orthodox community leaders, and experienced hands-on service activities ranging from building homes for
the disadvantaged and distributing books to atrisk youth, to preparing and serving meals to
the homeless. Dimitri Godur of Miami, Florida,
and his peers were appointed by their respective hierarchs as representatives from around
the country. “Being given the opportunity to
practice my faith in so many different environments was truly a blessing,” said Godur.
“Serv-X-Treme Conferences give our young people
the opportunity to learn about the ethos and
approach of Orthodox philanthropy and then go
out and do it,” said IOCC Representative, Dan
Christopulos. “Our goal is for the participants
to continue engaging in such philanthropy and
helping to lead such efforts in their own parishes and local communities.”

SYNAXIS OF ECUMENICAL THRONE MEETS
[Istanbul] From August 29-September 2, 2015, at
the invitation of His All-Holiness Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew, a Synaxis of Hierarchs
of the Ecumenical Throne gathered from all over
the world at the Church of the Holy Trinity in
Taksim Square. His All-Holiness delivered the
Keynote Address to over 140 Hierarchs of the
Throne, speaking to developments and challenges
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate and the Orthodox
Church in general during recent years.
Presentations were delivered on a variety of
issues covering a wide range of subjects and
events, including the phenomenon of immigration
and the pastoral ministry of the Church toward
the humanitarian refugee crisis.
On September 1, 2015, the beginning of the ecclesiastical year, His All-Holiness presided
over the Liturgy, together with the Hierarchs
in attendance. There followed the traditional
Act of the Signing of the New Indiction.

We grateful for the positive comments received, and, as
always, welcome your comments, submissions (and
even constructive critiques).
If you have found merit in the “Good Works”, or other
aspects of the COCC, we hope you will find it in your
heart to support us with a donation at this once-a-year
appeal. Your contribution will help with expenses, and
enable us to expand our publication and the ministries
of the COCC. Simply fill out and return the card below
with your gift and proper postage in the enclosed envelope. Thank you and may God bless you!

GOOD WORKS Appeal + Survey
NAME(s) _________________________________________________
EMAIL(s) _________________________________________________
PHONE (_____________) __________________________________

Please accept my gift of:
(payable to: COCC Detroit)

$100
$50
___________

$25

Please check any area that you may be interested in:
Choir

Poor & Needy

Youth & Young Adults

Outreach

Food Pantry

Other _____________

Comments regarding “Good Works” or the COCC are welcome:
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
Return this clipping with your donation to:
COCC Good Works, c/o 18405 W Nine Mile Rd, Southfield MI 48075
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Saint Lazarus
Youth Explore
Forgiveness &
Repentance in
their Lives
By Fr. Tom Kazich
Editor’s Note:
Although the subject of this article deals
with Great Lent, we chose to publish it as
a lesson and an inspiration for all of our
parishes and readers about the importance of learning and spending time together as a family, both a spiritual
(parish) family and a physical family.
Nestled in the woods in upper Michigan, a 1000 acre camp grounds became
the setting of a March 27-29, 2015 weekend retreat for children of St. Lazarus
Serbian Orthodox Church School in Detroit, along with a few from St. Stevan
Dechanski Church in Warren.
they
ranged in age from 5 to 14. The figures
say it all – 61 children registered along
with 43 parents, and 3 priests – V. Rev.
Stavrophor Zivan Urosev of St Lazarus,
Rev. Dragan Micanovic of St Stevan, and
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Diocesan Education Director, V. Rev.
Thomas Kazich, and 2 seminarians, Miroslav Miljevic and Nebojsa Varagic from
the School of Theology. Coordinator was
Dr. Ruza Batanjski.
Retreating from the world may seem a
difficult task today for some parents. All
sorts of excuses from money to time to
over scheduled lives are given. But Ravanica decided to break that mold. Picking up on the theme of Lent, organizers
planned this retreat from a busy world
and lives in order to reconnect with
God. A large group of parents embraced
it and showed their support by making the
2 l/2 hour drive from Detroit.
Friday night was the first night and participants were in for another shock! Once
you came through the gates, you entered
a no electronic zone – no cellphones, no
hand-held games, no ipads. As one of the
children said, “You just get away from
everything.” And one of the spellbound
adults remarked, “You are kind of in a
bubble, and that feeling of nature is
great.” The first evening went quickly –
with arrival, meals, cabin assignments,
games, prayer and lights out. Yet cabins
were filled even then with laughter and
excitement of what was to come.
Saturday morning began early with morning prayer and breakfast and sport activities. Before lunch, Fr. Tom arrived for
the first class. During Great Lent we hear
the church telling us through the services

that “the Light of Christ enlightens
all.” Fr. Tom explained the meaning of
this light and how we use light in our
church. As a hands-on activity, children
made candles in the old dip in wax
method. Lunch followed.
With the arrival of Fr. Zivan and Fr. Dragan, a second class was taught by Fr.
Zivan on the topic of forgiveness – how
God forgives us when we forgive others,
which was followed by Fr. Tom who
described the sins we commit against
God, others and ourselves. A variety of
examples came up such as bullying, gossiping, internet/phone abuse, respect. Fr.
Dragan during this time discussed with
adults a similar theme. More outside
sports were enjoyed by the children along
with just nature. walks. Group pictures
were taken. One parent said, “This is
beyond expectations,” as she walked with
a group of children to the dining hall.
One section of the Dining Hall was transformed into a chapel, where Vespers were
served by Fr. Tom. Children did the responses and readings themselves, and
many were amazed how quickly they
picked it all up. With three priests, children were then split up for confessions. Each and every child confessed
something, which they felt sorry
about. Whatever it was and whatever they
wanted to tell God, it was freely given
and not coerced. Many would be surprised how much children and teens want
and need to do this, if given a chance.

St Lazarus (continued)…
Dinner was next. One word about the meals. The non
Orthodox staff prepared wonderful lenten meals that
were tasty too! Children then ty-dyied shirts in beautiful
colors with the quote “I can do all things through Christ
who strengthens me.” (Philippians 4:13) . Afterwards
children enjoyed inside sports in a well equipped gym,
while Fr. Tom spoke to the parents about “Putting God
first in our family life.” He cautioned parents not to rush
children through life too quickly. “You don’t want children to miss childhood, it’s there for a reason.” He gave
many examples how our society and culture invade and
control the home in making decisions for our children’s
nurturing. Afterwards a spirited discussion took
place. One mother said “this is fine, but what do we do
when on Facebook other parents speak in glowing terms
about their children’s skills and intellect. We need to
prepare our children to compete in the future with these
“geniuses” out there, in particular the Chinese and Asian
children that are so smart.”

derstand each other better. Seminarians, who worked
well with the children, said that seeing kids with their
parents was the most important picture they carried away.
Appreciation is extended to all – clergy, parents, and
staff, for their efforts and contributions to a successful
retreat. Special gratitude goes to (Dr.) Ruza (Batanjski)
who was the heroine of the whole project. Not only did
she put it together, but her enthusiasm was contagious. To be a mother and wife, hold down a medical

Fr. Dragan rightly added, “But you can’t believe everything you read and see on Facebook. No parent is going
to share the weaknesses of their children, only their successes.” We need to give our children a well-rounded
raising, that includes their faith, church, and character. Another father later shared that he had an executive
position in a company that employed both Chinese and
Indian workers. He said, “Yes, in my daily contact, I find
many of them to be extremely smart but the one thing
they lack are social skills. They don’t know how to get
long with others. They don’t know how to lead.”
I guess, that’s where we can offer our children the opportunity not just to be intellectually “brilliant”, but also to
be “good”, of “sound character, “guileless”, growing in
wisdom and God’s grace.” A recent tennis champion’s
father said of his son, “He has a God-given gift to be able
to play the game like that. But we’re more proud of him
for the kind of person he is – the way he handles himself
and treats everybody.” There is much to be said about all
this, and parents were on the cutting edge of it.
The evening was capped off by a dodge ball game with
parents, children, and one priest. One of the spectators
noticed one father, “I’ve never seen him play with his
son. And now look how he enjoys it! Both of them!”
The next day, Sunday, everything came to a climax when
Fr. Zivan and Fr. Dragan concelebrated the Divine Liturgy at which all the children responded with the seminarians and received Holy Communion. A closing session was held followed by lunch and then sweet goodbyes
to everyone.
When we look at this experience, what comes
through? The bonding and the impact these three intense
days had on children and parents alike! Children of
course enjoyed all the organized classes and activities and
soaked it up like sponges. Parents were amazed what
could be done. Perhaps some of them didn’t spend as
much time with spouses and family, and here they were
experiencing time to come closer to their family, to un-

practice, coordinate the Church School at Ravanica, and
then take on this Retreat – it’s a great sacrifice but at the
same time an act of faith. How many more professionals
are out there. We need your help in our church school
communities.
Everyone wanted to know when this would be done
again. Perhaps next year. inviting more churches to participate. But Fr. Zivan related an incident that sheds
light. “Children were always coming up to me to talk
about the retreat later. Until finally, one little girl asked,
“Fr. Zivan, why can’t we go back next weekend?” It
looks like it’s never too soon.
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"What does God
have to do with sex?"
a spiritual retreat sponsored by

O
ZE
The DOOR is open! After
months of preparation, our
renewed radio program,
known under the new name
and format as “Detroit’s
Own Orthodox Radio” has
begun broadcasting. The
first show aired on Pentecost
Sunday, May 31, 2015.
A focus group gathered for
the premier broadcast at
WNZK Studio to listen and
give feedback to the pilot
episode. Responses were
very positive, honest and
helpful. The staff was grateful for the input and continues to meet weekly to organize each program. A great
deal of time and effort is
expended by our team both
in the studio and in the field.
(Our managing committee
includes: Richard Shebib, Fr
Dimitrie Vincent, Snezana
Milutinovic, Jim Badeen,
Karen Todorov, John Lazar,
and Tom Rosco.)
Maybe you’ve seen us
around town at recent Festivals or parish Anniversaries? We are trying to be as
visible as we can in order to

make ourselves known. Certainly, our goal is to provide
the community with a professional quality and beneficial program for all who
listen! Now we look to YOU
for assistance (broadcast /
media experience, marketing / sales), financial and
physical support. Simply
contact us 248 345-9346 or
staff@DOORradio.org.
Affordable advertising space
for businesses, restaurants,
banquet halls, and professionals is available via commercial air time and for
longer periods on our website! Program sponsorship is
also available to mark your
personal or parish special
occasion! With God’s help,
we can make this a true Inter-Orthodox effort for our
parishes and the entire city!
Listen on 690AM Radio,
via live-stream online and
through our archived “podcasts” on DOORradio.org
“Our DOOR is open, and we
invite you to come in!”

Sundays: 5:00-6:00pm

690AM
Www.DoorrAdio.org
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FOR LIFE!

Saturday, October 24
9:30am - 5:00pm
Holy Trinity Orthodox Church,
6822 Broadview Road, Parma Ohio
The retreat is designed especially for people in their
teens and 20s. It will provide an Orthodox Christian
and biblical understanding of sexuality in terms of
current culture, and will enable participants to share
their faith and understanding of sexuality.
There will be morning sessions specific to each age
group and an afternoon discussion forum and question and answer session. The retreat will close with a
prayer service for mothers of aborted babies.
Speakers will be the Rev Fr Mark Hodges, priest at
St Stephen Orthodox Mission, Lima, and an adjunct
professor at Tiffin University, and Melissa
McCutcheon of St Innocent Orthodox Church, Olmsted Falls, a life coach and retired counselor.

Registration: Lea Khoury
(216) 551-7650
lea.g.khoury@gmail.com
Participants are also asked to bring a nonperishable
food item to donate to St Herman's House of Hospitality, a shelter for homeless men in Cleveland.

ANNOUNCEMENT
We are very pleased to announce that the first local
presence for “Zoe for Life” outside its home of greater
Cleveland is being organized here in metro Detroit!
This worthy organization will bring a direct Orthodox
presence to our city to aid any and all women in crisis
pregnancy, in need of counseling or other assistance,
and to be a resource for families seeking to adopt a
child and bring them into an Orthodox Christian
home. More information coming soon!

PARTNERS, AffiliateS & MINISTries of the cocc: Get involved!

THE ORTHODOX CHOIR OF DETROIT

CLERGY BROTHERHOOD

The Orthodox Choir of Metropolitan Detroit brings an essential
aspect of our Faith to the region with its beautiful music. The
mixed voice (SATB) ensemble is composed of singers from
parishes across the city, and is highly regarded nationally. This
group rehearses more intensely to prepare for concerts and
other events as needed. The Vesper Choir is a more loosely
organized group that leads responses at the annual Lenten series. The varied repertoire includes many composers and traditions. (Matushka) Victoria Kopistiansky is director, and Elizabeth
Star Hatfield (734 306-1486 | starelizabeth70@gmail.com) is
COCC liaison. New singers always welcome!

The Orthodox Clergy of metropolitan De- Chrysostom
troit gather throughout the year as part of
the “Saint John Chrysostom” Brotherhood,
as a way to share their pastoral experiences,
learn, pray, and interact with one another on
a unique level. All priests and deacons in
canonical order are invited and encouraged to take part. The
president of the Clergy Brotherhood, also serves as Spiritual
Advisor to the COCC and other affiliated groups. Please contact
Fr Laurence Lazar (248 569-4833 | frlazar@hotmail.com)

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN WOMEN (OCW)
The Orthodox Christian Women of Michigan has members from
various Orthodox churches in the Detroit region. Educational
programs are presented monthly, and a summer retreat is held.
Charitable work focuses primarily on collecting and distributing
food / paper products to those in need. New clothing and other
items requested by Children's Hospital are also collected. For
information, contact President Mary Ann Dadich (586 7754799 | mdadich811@gmail.com).

FOCUS MOTOR CITY
FOCUS North America is a national movement, founded by
Orthodox Christians united in
faith, and joined by others, with a desire to provide actionoriented and sustainable solutions to poverty in communities
across America. As an expression of Christ’s love we serve the
hungry, thirsty, stranger, naked, sick and imprisoned by providing Food, Occupation, Clothing, Understanding, and Shelter. We
bring communities, parishes, and partners together in hands-on
activities – uniting giver and the underserved to help transform
all of our lives and break the cycle of poverty that afflicts so
many in our society, by moving them from dependency to selfsufficiency. FOCUS + Motor City is our Detroit Center. Eric
Shanburn, Director (248 671-4483 | focusmotorcity.org)

MEDIA MINISTRY
There are several branches to the
Media Ministry, intended to expand
our reach and provide educational
and other resources to our Orthodox faithful and the public
worldwide. These outlets include: Good Works publication,
COCCdetroit.org, YouTube COCCTelcom channel, and Detroit’s
Own Orthodox Radio (DOOR) weekly program. Contact Richard
Shebib (248 345-9346 | paschabook@sbcglobal.net) to help.

HUMBLE BEGINNINGS
Humble Beginnings is small, grass-roots service group that collects food and clothing and then distributes it face to face to the
needy in underserved areas of the inner-city. It relies on contributions and community support to do its humble work as a response to Christ’s call of how to live. Contact Jerome Fisher
(313 407-1888 | jfisher48228@yahoo.com) to get involved.

St John

ORTHODOX DETROIT OUTREACH (ODO)
Our mission is to strive to fulfill the Gospel of our Lord, and to be known by the
fruits of our ministry. Our primary activity
(in cooperation with Orthodox parishes
throughout the region) is to provide a
hot meal every Sunday on Gilbert Street
in Southwest Detroit. We also try to aid
those in need with clothing and other aid as possible, by
offering our friendship and love to all whom we serve. Contact
Matthew McCroskery (orthodoxdetroitoutreach.org).

ORTHODOX VISITATION MINISTRY (OVMD)
The Orthodox Visitation Ministry of Detroit
is an effort to help parishes keep in contact
with the elderly, shut-in, or otherwise
disabled members who cannot be ORTHODOX
physically active in their community. VISITATION
Their motto is “Sharing Christ’s Love M I N I S T R Y
by Visiting with a Friend”. It is a simple of Detroit
but meaningful program that can be
“Love One Another”
adopted by any parish wishing to benefit
from it. Contact Karen Todorov or Gail Razook (248 345-9346
| orthodoxvisitationdetroit@gmail.com).

BROTHERHOOD OF SAINT MOSES
The Detroit Chapter of the Brotherhood of Saint Moses the
Black exists primarily as an outreach to those seeking the True
Faith of the Orthodox Church. As the Church finds deep roots in
Africa, the BSMB strive to make it known America. Sharon
Gomulka (248 477-6411 | bsmb-detroit@att.net) serves as
Chair for the Detroit Chapter.

ZOE FOR LIFE!
ZOE is a non-profit Christcentered support organization
with three major goals: to help women who need confidential
emotional and spiritual support during crisis pregnancies; to
assist Orthodox Christians seeking to adopt; and to provide an
education for Pure Living and other resources. The metro Detroit presence of Zoe is very new, but becoming a presence in
the community, open to ALL women in need. Sue Barna
serves as president (info@zoehousemi.org) or call the
anonymous help-line 855 ZOE-LIFE.
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Catholic Archbishop
Speaks on Eve of
Dormition Feast
Ecumenical Service at Assumption
Greek Orthodox Church, St Clair Shores
On the Eve of the Feast of the Dormition of the Mother of God,
the Assumption Greek Orthodox Church in St Clair Shores
hosted an Ecumenical Vespers service on the occasion of their
Patronal Feast. His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas welcomed
His Excellency, Allen Vigneron, Roman Catholic Archbishop
of Detroit as the guest speaker.
Fr Michael Varlamos, host priest, with more than 20 clergy
from around the city, welcomed the hierarchs into the crowded
church, in the midst of an estimated 500 faithful. Clergy present
represented not only the Greek community, but Antiochian,
Romanian and Albanian as well. Fr Laurence Lazar, president
of the Orthodox Clergy Brotherhood also represented the Council of Orthodox Christian Churches of Detroit. Responses for
the solemn service were led by a group of chanters in Greek and
English. A reception in the Assumption Banquet Hall followed,
with sweets prepared by the parish Ladies Philoptocos.
The sisterly relationship between the areas Orthodox and
Catholic leadership has been fostered over several years, and
points to continued growth, understanding, and fraternal love
between historic Eastern and Western arms of the Church.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING Around our City...
MONASTERY FEASTDAY
The Annual Patronal Feast of Dormition Monastery in Rives Junction
was celebrated by Metropolitan
Tikhon of the OCA, with Archbishop
Nathaniel (spiritual leader of the
monastery) and many clergy and
faithful on August 14 and 15. The
beautiful complex, in a modernized
but traditional Romanian style welcomed hundreds of pilgrims with
warm hospitality under the leadership of Mother Gabriella, the Abbess. For more information on the
monastery and to learn about opportunities for visits and other events,
you can visit dormitionmonastery.org.

The Mid Eastern Federation of Greek Orthodox Church
Musicians (MEFGOX) held its 68th Annual Convention
at Sts Constantine & Helen Church in Westland from
July 16-19. More than 80 singers took part in the workshops, rehearsals, services, and meals of the event.
Metropolitan Nicholas was the
main speaker, and he, along with
Fr Theodor Petrutiu welcomed all
the participants. A few of the coordinators were also the guest of
Detroit’s Own Orthodox Radio,
which was on site to capture some
of the music and interviews! The
convention brings together singers
from the Metropolis of Detroit and
Metropolis of Pittsburgh.

BYZANTINE CONCERT
Annunciation Cathedral (in Greektown) held a first-time Concert of
Byzantine Music in honor of the Feast of the Dormition on July 31. The
Cathedral’s new Byzantine Choir, under direction of new parish priest,
Fr George Manias offered the performance. In his remarks following
the concert, Metropolitan Nicholas hailed the event as important and
inspiring, and an effort to built upon into the future.

The Tenth

MEFGOX CONVENTION

OCTOBER 10 & 11

A HOMECOMING & MORE
Friends… Unless you are committed solely to some other local Orthodox church, consider visiting and helping grow the multi-ethnic parish
of St. Raphael (of Brooklyn), 23300 W Davison Ave in Detroit. While
you can certainly drop by any Sunday for 10am Liturgy and Fellowship, you are especially invited to a Homecoming picnic September 20
immediately after an inspiring service.

ROMANIAN
FESTIVAL

For more information, visit straphaeldetroit.org. You may reach Fr
Angelo at 269 492-4344 at fre@sharethefaith.net.

ST GEORGE CATHEDRAL, SOUTHFIELD

Here’s a chance to go where needed and help fulfill the Great
Mission right here in good ol’ Detroit!

of Greater D E T R O I T

100th
anniversaries

Maria Madias writes, “Our pastor, Fr. Angelo Pepps comes to us with
much experience in growing parishes and with all of us, he wants to
meet you!”

OCTOBER 3-4
Holy Trinity (Russian / OCA) Church, Detroit
Call 248 322-9226 | visit holytrinitydetroit.org
OCTOBER 9-11
St Lazarus Serbian Orthodox Cathedral, Detroit
Call 313 893-6025 | visit ravanica.org
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PARISH SPOTLIGHT...
ST MARY MAGDALENE CHURCH
The clergy and faithful of St Mary Magdalene Church invite you to become better
acquainted with our Church, with its worship, its ministries, its educational programs, and its social activities. If you are
from the Genesee / Livingston county
area and yet do not have a spiritual home
or if you have just moved and are looking
for a Church, we invite you to join us.
ST MARY MAGDALENE
ORTHODOX CHURCH
Bulgarian Diocese, OCA
2439 S Long Lake Rd, Fenton 48430
tel 810 750-1401 | st-marymagdalene.org
V Rev Fr Paul Jannakos
Rev Dn Michael Schlaack

We believe that every person born into
this world has been endowed with the
image and likeness of God and is therefore capable of eternal life in Christ. As
such, our parish exists for NO OTHER
PURPOSE than the gaining of eternal life.
For this reason, we hold that the liturgical
and sacramental life of the Church is
“what comes first,” and that all other activities, programs, dinners, festivals, etc.,
in the parish are auxiliary. We believe that
every member of the parish, young and
old, must be a full participant in all aspects of the Church’s life: worship, sacraments, education, and service, and that

each member has an invaluable talent to offer,
no matter how simple,
ordinary, or mundane.
We believe that no one
can grow in the faith
without being continually educated in the faith.
It is not only our children
and teenagers who are
taught in our parish, but also adults. We
believe the most influential persons in a
child’s life of faith are his parents, who
“model” the spiritual life for their children, and parents are the ones who are
responsible, ultimately, for the spiritual
formation of their sons and daughters.
We believe that Christian Orthodoxy is
vitally relevant to the lives of those who
live in this day and age. Orthodoxy in
America is not a “religious-cultural museum,” but the
fullness of the
Apostolic
Faith handed
down
from
one generation to the
next
–
“without addition, without
diminution.”

For this reason, we seek to evangelize
Christian Orthodoxy to all those whom
we come in contact with, family, friends,
neighbors, co-workers, etc. Our services
are in the English language, and our parish priest is the Very Rev Paul Jannakos.
Our beautiful church building which was
consecrated in April of 2015, set in the
wooded setting along the Shiawassee
River off US 23 in Fenton. We invite you
to “come and see.”

ORTHODOX CHURCHES OF METROPOLITAN DETROIT
Holy Ascension
Serbian Orthodox Church
Founded 1940

Holy Trinity
Romanian Orthodox Church
Founded 1925

www.stgeorge.mi.goarch.org
16300 Dix-Toledo Rd, Southgate
Rev Fr Anthony Cook

4337 W Jefferson Ave, Ecorse
Very Rev Miroslav Markovic

www.sfantatreime.com
1850 E Square Lake Rd, Troy
Rev Fr Calin Barbolovici

Greek Orthodox Metropolis
of Detroit

Serbian Orthodox Diocese of
New Gracanica-Midwestern America

Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese
in the Americas

St George
Greek Orthodox Church
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Lunch for the Hungry is served Sundays at 2pm, Sts Peter & Paul Hall
(3810 Gilbert St, Detroit). Contact Orthodox Detroit Outreach to help.
A Bible-Study class is offered every Wednesday at 7:30pm through St
Lazarus Serbian Cathedral. Call 313 893-6025 for more information. All
are welcome to take part in this Free class.

SEPTEMBER
1

+ Church New Year

8

+ Nativity of the Virgin Mary
Patronal Feastday Liturgy
Nativity of the Virgin Mary Greek Church, Plymouth

11-13
14

COCC Monthly Meeting
7pm: St Mary Ukrainian Cathedral, Southfield
Yas’soo Festival
St George Greek Church, Bloomfield Hills
+ Elevation of the Holy Cross
Patronal Feastday Liturgy
Holy Cross Greek Church, Farmington Hills
OCW Speaker Series
10am: Holy Cross Greek Church, Farmington Hills
Consecration Service & Liturgy
8am: St Nicholas Romanian Church, Troy

19

20

Homecoming Event
St Raphael of Brooklyn Church, Detroit
“7 Words” Documentary Film on Fr George Calciu
1pm: St George Romanian Cathedral, Southfield

OCTOBER
1

+ Feast of the Protection of the Mother of God

1-3

Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Detroit
Annual Clergy-Laity & Philoptocos Conference
(more information via detroit.goarch.org)
100th Anniversary Weekend
Holy Trinity (Russian / OCA) Church, Detroit

3-4
5

Zoe for Life Meeting
7pm: St George Romanian Cathedral, Southfield

9-11

100th Anniversary Weekend
St Lazarus Serbian Cathedral, Detroit

10-11

Romanian Festival of Detroit, 10th Edition
St George Romanian Cathedral, Southfield
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Clergy Brotherhood Luncheon
COCC Monthly Meeting
7pm: Holy Ghost Church, Sterling Heights

17
24
25
26

Family Night
St Nicholas Greek Church, Troy
“7 Words” Documentary Film on Fr George Calciu
11:30am: Sts Peter & Paul Romanian Church, Dearborn Hts
“Mary of Nazareth” Movie Screening
3pm: AMC Star Southfield Theatre ($10 at door only)

Are you, or is someone in your family a college / university student?
The Orthodox Christian Fellowship is a registered student group at
over 200 colleges and universities.
Statistics show that a staggering 60% of students may not return to
active church involvement once they leave for college. OCF is an avenue which can help change this!
In Michigan, there are currently ACTIVE groups at:
•
•
•
•

The University of Michigan, Ann Arbor
Michigan State University, East Lansing
Oakland University, Rochester
Grand Valley State University, Grand Rapids

We are ORGANIZING a group at:
• Eastern Michigan University, Ypsilanti
Groups are in the PLANNING stages at:
• Wayne State University, Detroit
• University of Michigan, Dearborn
• University of Detroit-Mercy, Detroit
With your help we can make these groups happen! If YOU are a
current or incoming student at any of these schools, or would like to
help us, please simply drop an email via: www.coccdetroit.org in the
“contact” section.
Grow in your Faith with new friends during the college years… you

GOOD WORKS

SEP-OCT 2015

ST GEORGE ROMANIAN ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL
18405 W Nine Mile Rd, Southfield MI 48075 USA
Telephone 248 569-4833

+ St Demetrios the Myrrflowing
Unless otherwise noted, Saints listed are based on New Calendar
OCW - Orthodox Christian Women sponsored event

Parishes are encouraged to submit calendars to us!
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